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Everyone believes in it: experimentalists believing that it
is a mathematical theorem, mathematicians believing that
it is an empirical fact.

—— Henri Poincaré
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THE
NORMAL
LAW OF ERROR
STANDS OUT IN THE
EXPERIENCE OF MANKIND
AS ONE OF THE BROADEST
GENERALIZATIONS OF NATURAL
PHILOSOPHY « IT SERVES AS THE
GUIDING INSTRUMENT IN RESEARCHES
IN THE PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
IN MEDICINE AGRICULTURAL AND ENGINEERING
ITIS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR THE ANALYSIS AND THE
INTERPRETATION OF BASIC DATA OBTAINED BY OBSERVATION AND EXPERIMENT
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All knowledge is, in the final analysis, history.

All sciences are, in the abstract, mathematics.
All methods of acquiring knowledge are, essentially,
through statistics.
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