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On a Series of Conceptions from “Shilun”

CHANG Sen

Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University

The “Shilun” O OO , which was written on bamboo, recorded Confucius’
comments on the Book of Songs and poetics. Although completed by Confucius’
disciples, this text contains Confucius’s own theories, and is almost as important
as the Analects 0 0 . Unlike previous studies, this paper traces “Shilun” in a
broader historical background with reference to the development of Chinese
Mind-Nature 00 [0 Philosophy, rather than focusing on its literal meanings
in the context of the Book of Songs. Through a detailed analysis of a series
of conceptions of xing I , xin [J , ming [ , etc., this paper demonstrates that
the well-known Confucian ideas “poetry expresses human ambition” 0O [ [
and “poetry expresses human feelings” [J [J I have a profound ideological
basis, which can be summarized as “poetry expresses human xing”. This article
concludes that apart from the zAi O , ging O , and yi [ , categories such as
xin, xing, ming also deserve attention, in that they played a greater role in the
development of Confucius’ theory of mind and human nature.

Keywords: Shanghai Museum Bamboo-Strip Manuscript, “Shilun”, xing, xin,
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