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A New Study of Yueqi Xingde

CHENG Shaoxuan
Centre for the Study of Excavated Texts and Paleography, Fudan University
Collaborative Innovation Centre of Unearthed Documents and Ancient Chinese

Civilization Studies

This paper presents the findings on basis of excavated materials concerning
Yueqi Xingde U U O O , arguing that there were at least four different types of
Yueqi Xingde theories in Han dynasty. I suggest that the notion of Xingde Qishe
oodon, from the Wuxing Dayi 0 0 O O and other texts, derives from the
notion of Xingde Liushe O 0 10 [0 from the Kongjiapo Han bamboo strips [
U000 . The corresponding records from the New Juyan strips U 0 U O
happen to represent such transition. Apart from these three Xingde theories,
in which the movements of the Xing and De are determined by the moon, a
variant theory based on the Zhonggi U U can be found in the Rizhao Haiqu
Han strips 0 O O O O O . The Xingde Qishe theory, more befitting the idea of
Yin Yang Wuxing 0 O O O and the whole calendar system, was absorbed and
adopted by the later texts. The internal contradictions found in Huainanzi [J [
O “Tianwen” [ [ texts are presumably due to different theoretical sources,
instead of graphical errors.

Keywords: Yueqi Xingde, Huainanzi, Kongjiapo Han strips, New Juyan strips,
Rizhao Haiqu Han strips



