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An Overview of Poetic Theories Proposed by Shen
Deqian’s Disciples and Followers

JIANG Yin
Institute for Chinese Literary and Cultural Studies, South China Normal University

Shen Deqian (1673—1769) long taught and served in the private academy,
and trained numerous students and followers. These included a number of
prominent poets who excelled both in creative composition and on the official
examinations, such as Qian Daxin, Wang Mingsheng, Wang Xu, and Zhao
Wenzhe, all of whom exerted a major influence in poetry circles even after
Shen’s demise. However, previous scholarship has not paid much attention
to this group, which has prevented a comprehensive understanding of gediao
(“form and melody”) poetics during the Qianlong era. This article will
employ some newly collected materials to present a groundbreaking survey
of the poetic criticism of Shen’s students, identifying their originality within
the overall commonalities of the gediao school. These materials also provide
a valuable supplement to our understanding of Shen Deqian’s own original
theories of gediao poetics.

Keywords: Qianlong era, Shen Deqian, disciples, poetic criticism, gediao
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