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A Collection and Research on the “zhun shengshou” in
Shuowen jiezi

HE Linyi

Edited by LUO Xiaohua
Changsha Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archeaeology

Since Duan Yucai put forward the phonetic radical table there have
been a dozen works on the phonetic characters recorded in Shuowen
jiezi. Despite disagreements on specific words listed in the phonetic
radical table, opinions about the amount of “shengshou” were similar.
Regarding Xu Shen’s views on the “zhun shengshou” in Shuowen jiezi,
some are correct and some are problematic. This indicates that further
research is necessary. Since the Qing Dynasty, many phonologists have
committed to studying the combining and the splitting of the Shuowen’s
“shengshou”. If relevant scholarship on ancient Chinese characters
could be incorporated into studies of the ancient phonological system of
pre-Qin China, and if we abide by the principle of “the same phonetic
belonging to the same rhyme” and remove several “zhun shengshou”,
we find that the amount of “shengshou” would have been considerably
reduced. This significantly contributes to the scholarship on the phonetic
system used in the Shuowen jiezi.
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