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3 William H. Baxter and Laurent Sagart, Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2014), 376, 332.
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12 William H. Baxter and Laurent Sagart, Old Chinese Reconstruction (version 1.1), September
20, 2014, accessed December 7, 2015, http://ocbaxtersagart.Isait.1sa.umich.edu.
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15 Baxter and Sagart, Old Chinese Reconstruction (version 1.1).
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On the Old Chinese Initials of Characters Shi X, , Shi iR
and others according to Ancient Chinese Scripts

ZHANG Fuhai
Centre for Study of Excavated Texts and Paleography,

Fudan University

The Middle Chinese initials of shi 5 and shi i are Chan il , and this
means the initials in Old Chinese may have either been a velar *g- or a dental
*d-. Li Fang-kuei and Zheng-Zhang Shangfang reconstructed them as a velar
initial based on some phonetic series. However, judging from more abundant
phonetic series, loans, and paronyms in ancient scripts with secure dates, their
Old Chinese initials should be a dental *d-.

Keywords: Ancient Chinese scripts, Old Chinese initials, shi X , shi i
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