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A First Look into the Tsinghua Manuscript (Vol. 7) “Zhao
Jianzi1”

Scott COOK
Yale-NUS College

“Zhao Jianzi” is an important Warring States unearthed manuscript among
the Tsinghua (Qinghua) University Manuscripts (volume 7). It purports to
recount a couple of short dialogues that Jin high minister Zhao Jianzi had with
his fellow high minister of Jin, Fan Xianzi, and great officer of Jin, Cheng
Zhuan. This essay first presents a new transcription of the text incorporating
the various readings of prior scholars, following which it provides an account
of Zhao Jianzi’s historical background and governmental accomplishments on
the basis of relevant textual records, in order to provide a convenient reference
point for future research on this text. At the same time, the paper offers, on the
basis of such an historical background, a new explanation of two key phrases

related to Jianzi’s investiture as general.

Keywords: Tsinghua (Qinghua) University Manuscripts, Zhao Jianzi, Fan
Xianzi, State of Jin, Chunqiu history, Zuozhuan
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