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A Study of “The Sagacity of Divine Beings” of the
Shanghai Museum Collection of Bamboo Manuscripts
and the Mohist Views on Spirits and Deities: From a
Logic Perspective

ZHANG Man-di
Department of History, Tsinghua University

This paper compares the bamboo manuscript “Sagacity of Divine Beings”
(“Guishen zhi ming” 9.2 FH ) from the Shanghai Museum Collection with
the so-called Mohist Canon, and proposes that they are similar in both the way
of thinking and the way of argumentation. “The Sagacity of Divine Beings”
reveals the dilemma of using reason to argue on topics related to spirits and
deities. Compared with the “Gongmeng” chapter in the Mozi, I contend that
the philosophical work in discussion not only is consistent with the mainstream
Mohist thought, but it also shows the trajectory of how latter-day followers
adjusted their own doctrines with the apparatus of Mohist logic. “The Sagacity
of Divine Beings” reveals a previously undetected development of Mohist
logic and philosophy.

Keywords: “The Sagacity of Divine Beings,” Mohism, views on spirits and
deities, logic, principles of logical reasoning



