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An Interpretation of the Phrases “Bu chengdai” (No
Loan Borrowing) and “Wu hao” (Without Expertise)
in the Yue Gong qi shi from the Tsinghua University
Collection of Warring States Bamboo Manuscripts VII

JI Xu-sheng
Liaocheng University, Shandong

This paper focuses on two lines found on slips 26-28 of the excavated
text Yue Gong qi shi from the Tsinghua University Collection of Warring States
Bamboo Manuscripts VII, namely “ERATHE” and “FIk (&) T (&)
I (&) TRA (=) 12T .” The first part of the discussion points out
that there are two types of vagabonds (you min i [X,) in history, one of which
was poor and unable to make a living, and thus survived by begging while the
other type refers to those who came from a well-to-do families but were idle
loafers. The descriptive phrase “no loan borrowing” (buchengdai NFEE ) is
used in the text to describe these vagabonds, meaning that their families were
well-off and they had no need to borrow money from others. Therefore, the
vagabonds described in this manuscript probably belonged to the second cat-
egory. The second part of the discussion argues that the word “UK” should be
read “# ,” which means “gathering (a mass of)” and “T_4F” should be inter-
preted as “without expertise” (wuhao LT ). As a result, the whole line “FUk
(H) () iz (B) TRA (=) 125 means: The king gathered
a large number of (unemployed) people with no expertise to work in the three
construction projects.

Keywords: Vagabond, “no loan borrowing,” gathering, “without expertise”
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