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Abstract. A quantum mechanical approach has been used to investigate the antiox-
idative mechanism for scavenging •OOH and •OH radicals using mangiferin in so-
lution phase. Mangiferin is also used as a potent applicant for organic semiconduc-
tor. The charge-transport properties in mangiferin have been studied based on the
first-principle DFT combined with the Marcus-Hush theory. Density functional theory
(DFT) calculations at the B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level were used to optimize mangiferin
and its different forms. The lowest theoretical bond dissociation enthalpy (BDE) value
for 7-OH site of mangiferin in water, indicates that 7-OH group is important in the
antioxidant activity. The relative values of enthalpies also show that oxidation of
mangiferin by •OOH and •OH radical is an exothermic process. The predicted max-
imum electron mobility value of mangiferin is 0.148 cm2 V−1 s−1, which appears at
the orientation angle near 49◦/311◦ of conducting channel on the reference planes a-
b. Theoretical investigation of natural semiconductors is helpful for designing higher
performance electronic materials used in biochemical and industrial field to replace
expensive and rare organic materials.

PACS: 34.70.+e; 42.70.Nq

Key words: anisotropic, organic semiconductor, mangiferin, antioxidant, charge transport.

1 Introduction

Mangiferin is a class of polyphenolic compounds, having two benzene ring (A and B)
condensed with a six-membered ring (C) (see Fig. 1). Its presence has been investigated
in mango, hypericum elegans, and tripterospermum lanceolatum. Mangiferin have at-
tracted attention of many researchers since 1960’ because of its widerange appliactions in
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Figure 1: Chemical structure of mangiferin.

biochemical industries [1-9]. Mangiferin bioactivities have been correlated with radical
scavenging as well as inhibition of oxidative stress and complex formation with Fe [8,9].
Some natural polyphenolic compounds, such as 3-hydroxyflavone and quercetin, have
been used as an additive in solar cell devices [10-12] due to its low cost, easy attainability,
and no environmental threat. Mangiferin have become a viable alternative to expensive
and rare organic materials. Therefore, in order to elucidate its pharmacological mecha-
nism; use as novel drugs and natural electronic materials investigation of its fundamental
chemical behavior and electronic characteristics will be of great significance. Polypheno-
lic compounds, such as flavonoids, have also been found as potential anti-cancer, anti-
inflammatory, antibacterial, antiviral, and antiallergic applicants [13-17]. They prevent
biological and chemical substances from oxidative damage by reactive oxygen species
and have been used as possible therapeutics against a wide variety of diseases caused
by radical damage [15]. Recently, the antimutagenic activity of phenolic compounds,
particularly flavonoids such as rutin, have been studied on the basis of their scavenging
capability against the free radicals, such as •OH [16]. The reaction can be expressed as
R• + R’OH → R’O• + RH, the formed radical R’O• should be relatively stable so that the
reaction becomes thermodynamically favorable [18,19].

Many experimental and theoretical studies about antioxidant properties of polyphe-
nolic compounds have focused on the investigation of flavonoids [18-24]. Recently Lengyel
et al. [18] and Vaganek et al. [19] have carried out calculations for O-H bond dissocia-
tion enthalpies, proton dissociation enthalpies, ionization potentials, proton affinities and
electron transfer enthalpies related to HAT, SET-PT and SPLET mechanisms in gas and
solution-phases of some isoflavones and flavonoids. The electrical anisotropy as an in-
trinsic property of organic semiconductors has aroused the attention of many researchers
[25-30] A strong anisotropy of the field-effect mobility with the a-b plane of single crys-
tals of rubrene has been observed by Sundar et al. [28]. Direct and inverse photoemission
spectroscopy and some other experimental methods have been performed to study the
n-type doping of a variety of electron transport materials by Kahn and coworkers [31-36].
Although there are several computational studies for the electrical anisotropy [37-40], a
systemic investigation of anisotropic mobilites is still lacking. Based on Marcus-Hush
theory [41,42], Han and coworkers have developed a method to simulate the angular res-
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olution anisotropic mobility, which correlates with the underlying electronic properties
and the molecular packing [43-49].

Many researchers have carried out fabrications and electrical/optical characteriza-
tions of photovoltaics using natural products thus replacing organic semiconductors due
to its low cost, abundant supply of raw materials, feasibility and eco-friendly nature [10-
12]. Among above mentioned, quercetin and 3-hydroxyflavone were considered potent
applicants for organic semiconductor devices fabrication [10,11]. However, there is little
report on mangiferin another important class of polyphenolic compounds, as electronic
materials upto now. No literature has been found to understand the anisotropic mobil-
ity that correlates with the underlying electronic properties and the molecular packing.
Because the experimental results demonstrate that some polyphenolic compounds can
be used as promising class of semiconductors for organic electronics and optoelectron-
ics, we have theoretically investigated the charge mobilities of mangiferin and simulate
the angular-resolution mobilities. In order to design high-performance semiconducting
materials, we have been motivated to make a full and accurate theoretical investigation
on mangiferin about the relationship between the charge-transport properties and the
molecular packing. Only two molecular models of mangiferin have been considered
in this article. The crystal structures can be found in ref [2], the crystal structures of
mangiferin demonstrated distinct stacking modes.

The aim of this work is to investigate the anisotropic charge transport in mangiferin
and antioxidant mechanism of mangiferin, including scavenging activities against the
•OOH and •OH free radicals. In the present work, DFT method at B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p)
level has been used to optimize the geometric structures of all reactants, transition states,
intermediates, and products. The reaction mechanisms of •OH and •OOH radicals at-
tacking mangiferin in solution are clarified. In addition, the effective electronic cou-
plings and charge transport mobilities have been deduced based on first principles quan-
tum mechanics calculations combined with Marcus-Hush theory [41,42], the anisotropic
charge transport of mangiferin is also investigated.

2 Computational details

2.1 Theoretical parameters: calculation of the bond-dissociation energy and
spin distribution

Bond dissociation enthalpy (BDE) is a quantum chemically determined suitable param-
eter for describing the abstraction of a hydrogen radical from an O-H bond. It can be
calculated by the difference in total enthalpies between mangiferin and its correspond-
ing radical, EB = Hh + Hr - Hp, where Hh is the enthalpy of the H-atom, Hr is the enthalpy
of the radical generated by H-abstraction, and Hp is the enthalpy of the parent molecule.
Previous theoretical results of the BDE in phenolic compounds show the DFT method
with 6-311+G (d,p) basis set [50] is sufficient to give an accurate description of the BDE
[51-56]. Hence, this method is used for the continuation of our studies. Because the DFT
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method does not provide enthalpies directly, the total enthalpies of the species R•, H(R),
at the temperature T are usually expressed as H(R) = E0 + ZPE + ∆Htrans + ∆Hrot + ∆Hvib

+ RT, where E0 is the total electronic energy, ZPE represents zero-point energy, ∆Htrans,
∆Hrot and ∆Hvib stand for the translational, rotational and vibrational contributions to the
enthalpy. Finally, RT is PV-work term and is added to convert the energy to the enthalpy
[17,18]. The computed value of H-atom enthalpy is -314.5 kcal/mol at T=298K.

Spin distributions is another important parameter of delocalization possibilities, which
is relevant to the antioxidant activity. We have also calculated the spin distributions for
the different radicals of mangiferin. The •OH radical in the cells can easily cross cell
membranes at specific sites and reacts with most biomolecules, which is the reason of
tissue damage and cell death. Then, the mechanism for the radical-scavenging reactions
for mangiferin is discussed.

2.2 Molecular orbital calculation

All the calculations for the optimizations of all the stationary points are performed with
the Gaussian 03 program [57] at B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level of theory on a Lenovo server.
Harmonic vibrational frequencies are analyzed at the same level of optimization. There
are no imaginary frequencies for the stationary points as true minima and only one imag-
inary frequency for the transition states. In order to simulate the reaction in solution,
PCM model is implemented to optimize structures, in which the dielectric constant 78.39
at 298.15 K for H2O is used [58-60]. ∆E0 is the zero-point energy (ZPE) corrected relative
electronic energy. Intrinsic reaction coordinate (IRC) calculations at the same level are
performed to correct the transition states between designated local minima.

2.3 Reorganization energy

The reorganization energy usually consists of the internal and external contributions.
The molecular geometric relaxation leads to the internal reorganization energy, and the
external reorganization energy is induced by polarization of the surrounding molecules.
The external reorganization energy in organic crystals is usually neglected because of
the low dielectric constants of molecular solids, thus only the internal reorganization
energy is considered [61,62]. The reorganization energy λ can be calculated by using the
adiabatic potential energy surface method [63-65], which can be expressed as Eqs. 1-3.

λ=λ
(1)
i +λ

(2)
i (1)

λ
(1)
i =EH−EB (2)

λ
(2)
i =EF−EC (3)

Here EB and EC represent the energies of the neutral and cation/anion molecules
in their lowest energy geometries, respectively; EF and EH are the energies of the neutral
and cation/anion monomers with the geometries of the cation/anion and neutral species,
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respectively; λ
(1)
i means the geometry relaxation energy of one neutral molecule from

the most stable geometry of the ionic state to the lowest energy geometry of the neutral

state, and λ
(2)
i means the geometry relaxation energy of one cation/anion molecule from

the most stable geometry of the neutral state to the lowest energy geometry of the ionic
state [63]. Electron affinity and ionization potential can be related to the ability of the
electron injecting into empty LUMOs from the metal electrode and the electron injecting
into the metal electrodes from HOMOs, respectively. Afterward, the adiabatic ionization
potential (IP) and electron affinities (EA) are calculated by the following equations

IP=EC(+)−EB (4)

EA=EC(−)−EB (5)

2.4 Intermolecular electronic coupling

The intermolecular electronic coupling V is another important parameter of charge trans-
fer capability of materials, which is related to the molecular orbitals of the conjugated
molecules. The method of calculating the intermolecular electronic coupling V of each
dimer in organic semiconductors can be found in refs [66-67]. We select the geometries
for dimer calculations from the observed X-ray crystal structure. The intermolecular elec-
tronic coupling V is calculated directly by the spatial overlap (Sij), charge-transfer integral
(Vij), and site energies (Hii, Hjj), which can be written as

V=
Vij−Sij(Hii+Hjj)/2

1−S2
ij

(6)

Vij=
〈

φH/L
i

∣

∣Ĥ
∣

∣φH/L
j

〉

(7)
〈

φi

∣

∣φj

〉

= sij (8)

Hij =
〈

φH/L
i

∣

∣Ĥ
∣

∣φH/L
i

〉

(9)

where H represents the dimer system Kohn-Sham Hamiltonian, and φi(j) is the monomer
HOMOs (for hole transport) or LUMOs (for electron transport) with Lowdin’s symmetric
transformation, which can be used as the orthogonal basis set for calculation [67]. The V
calculations in mangiferin dimmers is implemented by Gaussian 03 at the PW91PW91/6-
311+G (d,p) level [67,68].

2.5 Hopping rate and angular resolution anisotropic mobility

In organic semiconductors, based on the Marcus-Hush theory [41,42,69,70], the transport
of hole/electron is calculated by means of charge carrier hopping between neighboring
molecules at room temperature. The hopping rate(k) [71-73] can be expressed as

k=
2π

h

∣

∣

∣
V
∣

∣

∣

2
√

π

kBTλ
exp

(

−
λ

4kBT

)

(10)
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where V stands for the effective electronic coupling between neighboring molecules, λ

represents the reorganization energy, kB is the Boltzmann constant, and T is the tem-
perature, which is 300K in the calculations. It is assumed that there is no correlation be-
tween charge hopping motions and the hopping motion is a homogeneous random walk,
[43,45,72] afterward the diffusion coefficient (D) caused by the hopping rate is expressed
as eq

D= lim
t→∞

1

2n

〈x(t)2〉

t
≈

1

2n ∑
i

r2
i kiPi=

1

2n

∑ir
2
i k2

i

∑i ki
(11)

where n means the spatial dimensionality, i is the ith pathway, ri represents the inter-
molecular center-of-mass distance between two neighboring molecules, k is the inter-
molecular hopping rate, and Pi stands for the hopping probability calculated by eq

Pi=
ki

∑i ki
(12)

Based on the Einstein relation, in organic semiconductors the drift mobility for charge
carrier (hole/electron) transport is calculated by eq

µ=
eD

kBT
(13)

It shows that the rate of charge hopping depends on two microscopic parameters:
the effective electronic coupling V and the reorganization energy λ. So, in order to im-
prove the charge mobility in organic semiconductor materials, many attempts of opti-
mizing these two parameters have been made [74-76]. The specific surface of organic
crystal leads to the magnitude of the field-effect mobility in a particular transistor chan-
nel. Therefore, the anisotropic mobility of charge transport in organic semiconductors is
an intrinsic property [28]. Han et al. presented a model to simulate the anisotropic mo-
bility (µφ) by projecting the different hopping pathways [43,45]. The equation of angular
resolution anisotropic mobility can be expressed as

µφ=
e

2kBT ∑
i

kir
2
i Picos2 γicos2(θi−φ) (14)

The intermolecular packing in the organic single crystals is descripted by parameters
ri, γi, and θi, which is the ith hopping distance, the angle of the ith hopping pathway
relative to the transport plane of the organic crystal molecular stacking layer, and the
orientation angle of the projected electronic coupling pathways of different dimer types,
respectively. φ is defined as the conducting channel relative to the same reference axis
(generally using the crystallographic axis). Thus, the angle between the different path-
ways and the conducting channel is θi - φ. Pi and ki are calculated by eqs 10 and 12,
respectively. For the hopping pathways on the basal transport stacking layer in the or-
ganic crystal, the values of γi are 0◦. Eq. 14 gives an analytic function to calculate the
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Table 1: Some structural details of the optimized structure of mangiferin at the B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level.

Bond distance(Å) Bond angles(◦) Dihedral angles(◦)

O-1-H-1 0.99446 C-1-O-1-H-1 107.27 C-5-C-1-O-1-H-1 0.34

O-3-H-3 0.96288 C-3-O-3-H-3 109.91 C-4-C-3-O-3-H-3 -0.83

O-6-H-6 0.96727 C-6-O-6-H-6 108.60 C-5-C-6-O-6-H-6 -0.04

O-7-H-7 0.96259 C-7-O-7-H-7 110.77 C-8-C-7-O-7-H-7 -0.02

 

Figure 2: Optimized structure of mangiferin in H2O solvent at the B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level.

angular resolution anisotropic mobilities of any type of organic semiconductors by con-
necting the crystal packing and electron coupling V with the outer measuring channel
angle φ. One molecule M as the initial position is arbitrarily chose for the charge trans-
port. The intermolecular electronic couplings with all neighboring molecules in a dimer
model are calculated. In organic crystals, neighboring molecules can be characterized as
transverse dimer T, parallel dimer P, and longitudinal dimer L. In this work, the charge
transport is under the ideal conditions at room temperature. The electronic coupling
between the molecules in the same organic packing layer is much stronger than that be-
tween the molecules in two adjacent molecular stacking layers. The electronic coupling
of the head-to-tail stacking (L dimmers) is very small, and thus the charge transport be-
tween layers (L dimer) is less efficient and negligible, which means that the charge trans-
port in crystals is 2D transport.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Geometry optimization of mangiferin and energy properties

Results of rotameric distributions in the previous study [2] show that the gauche-gauche
conformer is the most abundant form of mangiferin in gas phase and water. The molecu-
lar geometries of mangiferin in neutral and charged state are fully optimized at DFT with
B3LYP/6-311+g(d,p) level in gas phase to calculate the reorganization energies based on
the adiabatic potential energy surface. The geometry of neutral molecular is also opti-
mized by using PCM to consider the solvent effect, which is shown in Fig. 2.

A selection of calculated bond distances, bond angles, and dihedral angles is listed in
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Table 2: Calculated ionization potential (IP), electron affinity (EA), and molecular frontier orbital energies
(HOMO and LUMO) as well as energy gap (H-L gap) with the method B3LYP/6-311+g(d,p).

IP(eV) EA(eV) HOMO(eV) LUMO(eV) H-L gap(eV)

7.034 0.629 -6.177 -2.068 4.109

Table 3: The calculated relaxation energies λi(1) and λi(2) and as well as reorganization energies λ in mangiferin
(in electronvolts).

Electron transfer Hole transfer

λi(1) λi(2) λ λi(1) λi(2) λ

0.400 0.588 0.988 0.150 0.182 0.332

 

Figure 3: Presentation of HOMO (left) and LUMO (right) orbital of the mangiferin molecule.

Table 1. It can be seen that there is apparent conjugation effect, and the distance of O-1-H-
1 is about 0.032 Å greater than O-3-H-3, which indicates the internal hydrogen bonding
on the H-1 atom. The ortho-dihydroxy structure in the B ring confers high stability to the
radical species by H-bond formation.

The HOMO and LUMO distribution of mangiferin molecule is presented in Fig. 3.
The calculated energy gap between the HOMO and LUMO of molecule (△Egap=ELUMO−
EHOMO) of the mangiferin molecule is about 4.10 eV, which indicates that the molecule is
suitable to be an used as antioxidant and promising candidate as organic semiconductor
[48,77,78]. The calculated IP, EA as well as the molecular frontier orbital energies (HOMO
and LUMO) are summarized in Table 2. The suitable IP value of mangiferin ensures
high stability of organic material, and the efficient injection of electrons into the metal
electrode from HOMO, thus mangiferin is suitable to be used as p-type semiconductor.
In comparison, the low EA value hinders its electron accepting properties.

The calculated results of relaxation energies λi(1) and λi(2) as well as reorganization
energies λ for mangiferin are presented in Table 3. Because high reorganization energy
is not helpful for higher carriers transport [76], mangiferin is suggested to prefer to func-
tion as a high efficiency p-type semiconductor rather than the n-type semiconducting
materials only in the view of λ values.
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Table 4: Calculated values of the BDE for different OH positions in mangiferin at the UB3LYP/6-311+G(d,p)
level.

OH position 1-OH 3-OH 6-OH 7-OH

BDE(kcal/mol) 97.5 96.2 90.2 85.9

 

Figure 4: Spin density plot calculated by the Mulliken spin population analysis for the molecule after H-atom
was removed from the 1, 3, 6, and 7-OH positions(from left to right).

3.2 BDE values of optimized mangiferin

The radicals formed by hydrogen abstraction from 1, 3, 6, and 7-OH positions of mangiferin
are optimized using the UB3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) method in aqueous solvation sphere. The
calculated BDE values for the four radicals are listed in Table 4.

The results indicate that BDE increases in following order for different positions of
OH groups: 7-OH < 6-OH < 3-OH < 1-OH. BDE value for the 1-OH group was high-
est and found to be 97.5 kcal/mol, which indicates that internal hydrogen bonding in
this case is thermodynamically unfavorable. These results clearly show that H trans-
fer is more energetically favorable from the B-ring, especially from the 7-OH position.
Therefore, the 7-OH is the most important site for H-transfer and consequently for the
antioxidant capacity. Mangiferin with the dihydroxy functionality is also expected to act
as hydrogen donors because of the calculated low BDE values. The BDE value for the
7-OH of mangiferin is close to apigenin, fisetin, luteolin, quercetin and norathyriol [79]
but a little bit greater than cyanidin and epicatechin [19].

3.3 Comparison between the spin densities of the radicals formed from the
B- and A-rings

The stabilization of the radicals obtained after H-abstraction are caused by π-electron
delocalization. Fig. 4 shows the calculated electron distributions plots in the highest oc-
cupied molecular orbital (HOMO) of the four radicals, which are obtained to understand
the relationship between electron delocalization and the reactivity of the radicals. The
HOMO shape is similar for the four radicals, and no sufficient variations for explain-
ing the differences in activity between those OH groups can be seen directly. The spin
density is often considered to be a more realistic parameter, which can provide a better
representation of the reactivity [80]. Leopoldini et al. have pointed out the importance
of the spin density for the description of polyphenolic compounds [21]. We have calcu-
lated net charges and spin distribution of the four radicals, which are presented in Table
5. It indicates that the spin population on the remaining O atom after H-removal and on
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Table 5: omparison between derived net atomic charges and unpaired spin distributions for different radicals of
mangiferin at the UB3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level .

Radical position Atom O-1 O-3 O-6 O-7
Spin(charge)a Spin(charge)a Spin(charge)a Spin(charge)a

C-1 -0.07 (0.17) -0.08 (0.37) 0.02 (0.35) 0.01 (0.41)

C-2 0.43 (0.16) 0.19 (0.33) -0.01 (0.12) 0.01 (0.08)

C-3 -0.17 (-0.13) -0.08 (-0.45) 0.02 (-0.26) 0 (-0.13)

C-4 0.43 (-0.45) 0.38 (-0.37) 0 (-0.53) 0.03 (-0.49)

C-5 0 (-0.43) -0.02 (-0.45) 0.14 (-0.55) -0.12 (-0.34)

C-6 0 (-0.22) 0.03 (-0.18) -0.01 (0.05) 0.19 (-0.24)

C-7 0.03 (-0.17) 0.03 (-0.18) 0.30 (-0.22) 0.03 (-0.02)

C-8 -0.02 (-0.06) -0.02 (-0.01) -0.12 (0.01) 0.23 (-0.03)

C-2’ 0.01 (-0.86) 0.02 (-0.82) -0.08 (-0.64) 0.21 (-0.81)

C-3’ 0.03 (1.56) 0.04 (1.62) 0.33 (1.65) -0.01 (1.66)

C-4’ 0 (-0.11) -0.05 (0.01) -0.04 (0) 0.01 (-0.10)

C-5’ 0.12 (0.95) 0.32 (1.05) 0.02 (0.99) 0 (0.88)

C-6’ -0.08 (-0.55) -0.14 (-0.97) -0.01 (-1.08) -0.01 (-0.91)

O-1 0.29 (-0.27) -0.01 (-0.37) 0.01 (-0.35) 0.01 (-0.35)

O-3 -0.01 (-0.27) 0.34 (-0.31) 0.01 (-0.25) 0 (-0.25)

O-6 0 (-0.30) 0.01 (-0.28) 0.28 (-0.38) 0.05 (-0.24)

O-7 0.01 (-0.37) 0.01 (-0.36) 0.10 (-0.25) 0.33 (-0.41)

O-1’ 0.03 (-0.03) 0.01 (-0.04) 0 (-0.06) 0.04 (-0.02)

O-4’ 0 (-0.39) 0.04 (-0.39) 0.05 (-0.41) 0.01 (-0.40)
a Spin: unpaired spin density on the atomic center; charge: net atomic charges.

the neighboring C-atoms appears to be slightly less delocalized issued from the A-ring
than those located on the B-ring (6-OH and 7-OH positions). For example, for the 1-OH
mangiferin radical the spin density populates mainly on the O-atom in the O-1. Gener-
ally speaking, the less delocalized the spin density in the radical leads more difficultly to
the formation of the radical and makes the BDE higher [81]. As a consequence, the BDE
is higher in the A-ring than in the B-ring.

3.4 •OH and •OOH radical scavenging mechanism

Since the scavenging mechanisms of mangiferin reacting with free radicals are not fully
understood, afterward the reaction paths when the •OH and •OOH radical attack the
mangiferin molecule are studied.

It is very important to remove •OH for the protection of living systems. Since mangiferin
is expected to act as hydrogen donor, reactants and products are mangiferin with •OH
radical and the corresponding phenoxy radical with H2O, respectively. We optimize the
geometries of the products and reactants at the UB3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level in water. No
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Figure 5: Relative energy profile for the reaction of •OOH radical attack to the mangiferin molecule.

transition state geometry between products and reactants can be found. Therefore, it is
expected that the •OH directly attacks on the oxygen atom adjacent to C-1,3,6,7. From
the discussion on BDE and charge density distribution, the 7-OH is considered to be the
most suitable site that •OH can attack, the relative energy value is obtained, which sug-
gests that this reaction is exothermic by about 39.8 kcal/mol. It is thermodynamically
in advantage of antioxidant capacity compared with the hydroxyl radical scavenging of
rutin [20].

Compared with •OH radical, as an important route in the oxidative injury to tissue,
the peroxyl radical (•OOH) is more difficult to react with phenolic compounds. To gain
an insight into the antioxidant activity, then the mechanism for the •OOH radical react-
ing with mangiferin is discussed. Furthermore, as a “site-specific” interaction, hydrogen
boding is important to understand microscopic structures and functions in many molec-
ular and supramolecular systems, such as organic compounds in solvent, proteins, and
DNA [82,83]. Afterward, the •OOH radical approaching the mangiferin molecule from
the 7-OH site is studied. We optimize the geometries of the reactants, transition states, in-
termediates and the products at the UB3LYP/6-311+G(d,p) level in water. Intermediate-1
and intermediate-2 represent the intermolecular and intramolecular hydrogen bonds in
mangiferin with •OOH radical and the corresponding phenoxy radical with H2O2, re-
spectively. The reaction starts from the formation of intermediate-1 and then the 7-OH
homolytic bond cleavage in intermediate-1 to produce intermediate-2, finally leading to
the products of H2O2 and the phenoxy radical (Fig. 5). The transition state between
intermediate-1 and intermediate-2 is optimized. The relative energy values suggest that
the reaction is also exothermic and about 5.1 kcal/mol energy is released. In addition, the
products are generated from intermediate-2 by passing over a transition state with a bar-
rier of 8.6 kcal/mol. The small barrier suggests the instant conversion of intermediate-1
to intermediate-2 and then to the products.

It is expected that mangiferin is oxidized by radicals, which leads to a more stable,
less reactive radical. The study of mangiferin is complicated due to the scarcity of data
on bioavailability, so insufficient methods are available to measure oxidative damage in
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Table 6: Calculated overlap S and electronic couplings V for hole transport (eV) and corresponding entermolec-
ular center-of mass distanes r (Å) for different hopping pathwaysa.

pathway r Å V(eV)

T 4.82 0.053

T1 11.21 0.001

T2 14.83 0

P 8.83 0.001

T2’ 8.83 0

P’ 14.83 0.001

Maximum mobility 0.148 cm2V−1s−1

a Simulated maximum mobilities are given in the last line (T=300K).

 

Figure 6: Molecular packings and charge hopping pathways in mangiferin with the center-of-mass distance and
the angle of the projected electronic coupling pathways relative to the reference axis.

vivo.

3.5 Effective electronic coupling and anisotropic charge transport mobility

For mangiferin crystal structure, we can define six types of intermolecular packing modes
as P, P’, T, T1, T2 and T′

2 and the angles between the hopping pathways and reference axis
can be seen in Fig. 6, which are labeled as θP, θP

′, θT, θT1, θT2, and θT2
′, respectively. The

orientation angle of the conducting channel relative to the reference axis is φ. Fig. 7 shows
that mangiferin have antiparallel geometries. The molecular packing diagram in Fig. 6
shows that mangiferin exhibits a face-to-face π-stacking along the a axis. The effective
intermolecular electronic couplings V for hole (HOMO) transport in these six cases are
listed in Table 6. Moreover, intermolecular center-of-mass distances of various packing
modes can be seen. Because the stacking modes with larger orbital overlap and shorter
distance are favored for the large electronic coupling, we can see that T dimer is the
most important electron-transport pathways. The T direction is the dominant conducting
channel, which has the largest electronic coupling of 0.053 eV and shortest intermolecu-
lar distance of 4.82 Å. It indicates that the parallel packing mode usually yields larger
coupling term than other packing because the cofacial stacking structure is expected to
offer more efficient orbital overlap.
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Figure 7: Highest occupied molecular orbitals and lowest unoccupied molecular orbitals of optimized mangiferin
momomers.

 

Figure 8: Angular-resolution anisotropic mobility curves of mangiferin crystal.

In order to better understand the difference of electronic couplings in mangiferin crys-
tal, the frontier HOMOs and the LUMOs of optimized mangiferin monomers are plotted
in Fig. 7, which shows strong overlaps of π conjugating in HOMOs and LUMOs.

The diffusion coefficient and the drift mobility of holes in mangiferin crystal can be es-
timated from Eq. 14 using the electronic coupling and reorganization energy to calculate
the mobility orientation function in the a-b plane for mangiferin. In the range of 1◦≤φ≤
180 ◦, µφ = 0.1479cos2(49.5◦-φ)+0.0003cos2+0.0002cos2(114.75◦-φ); and in the range of
181◦≤φ≤ 360◦, µφ = 0.1479cos2(310.5◦-φ)+0.0003cos2(180◦-φ)+0.0002cos2(335.25◦-φ). The
anular resolution anisotropic electron-transfer mobilities in mangiferin single crystal are
presented in Fig. 8. Therefore, the maximum electronic mobilities of 0.148 cm2 V−1 s−1

for mangiferin are near 49◦/311◦ in the angle-resolution figure. The high mobility is
because of close packing of the molecules in crystal, which has the strong electronic cou-
plings of the π-conjugated orbitals. This result confirms that mangiferin crystal is favor
to function as p-type organic semiconductor, which is similar to the result of quercetin
[10]. It indicates that the angle dependence of electron-transfer mobility shows remark-
able anisotropic behavior. The difference can be derived from the relative magnitude
of electron-transfer integrals. The distribution of angular resolution anisotropic mobil-
ity can help us to understand the charge-transport property and get high-performance
organic semiconductor materials.
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4 Conclusion

The mechanism of action and structural requirements are studied at B3LYP/6-311+G(d,p)
level for mangiferin. The calculated BDE values for the four OH sites and spin density
distribution results of the corresponding radicals confirm the important role of the B-ring,
especially the 7-OH group in the antioxidant properties of mangiferin. It also shows that
mangiferin is expected to act as hydrogen donors to reactive free radicals, convert them
into more stable nonreactive species and terminate the free-radical chain reaction. The
nucleophilic attacking of •OH radical to the mangiferin leads to an intermediate that
is converted directly to the stable products by releasing 39.8 kcal/mol of energy. In the
addition of a •OOH radical to the mangiferin molecule, the expected product is generated
from a intermediate via a transition state. The barrier energy of this reaction is about 8.6
kcal/mol for the 7-OH homolytic bond cleavage. It also indicates that mangiferin has
the favorable hole transport ability with the mobility as high as 0.148 cm2 V−1 s−1. On
the basis of these results, we confirm that mangiferin has wide application prospects not
only as antioxidant, but as promising p-type organic semiconductor material.
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