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First proof that infinitely many prime numbers come

in pairs

Mathematician claims breakthrough towards solving centuries-old problem.

Maggie McKee

14 May 2013

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

I's a result only a mathematician could love.
Researchers hoping to get ‘2’ as the answer for a
long-sought proof involving pairs of prime
numbers are celebrating the fact that a
mathematician has wrestied the value dewn from
infinity to 70 million.

“That’s only [a factor of] 35 million away” from the
target, quips Dan Goldston, an analylic number
theorist at San Jose State University in California
who was not involved in the work. “Every step
down is a step towards the ultimate answer.”

Mathematician Yitang Zhang has outlined a
proof of a ‘weak’ version of the twin prime
conjecture.
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