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ABSTRACT

Employment is the most fundamental aspect of people’ s livelihood. Data
from the national population censuses in 2000, 2010, and 2020 show that
the scale of the employed population was enormous, with an initial increase
followed by a decrease, dropping from a peak of 760 million people in
2014 to 750 million people in 2020. The overall employment rate declined
continuously from 75.3% in 2000 to 58.2% in 2020, mainly due to a
significant decrease in the rural employment rate, especially among rural
youth. The employment rate decreased in all 31 regions, with Heilongjiang,
Tianjin, and Xizang dropping to below 50%. The average years of education
for the employed population increased from 9.0 years in 2010 to 10.4 years
in 2020, with the proportion of individuals with a junior college degree or
above rising to 22.8%, leading to an increase in the employment rate among
this group. The most significant changes in employment occurred from
2010 to 2020: the number of males exceeds that of females, shifting from
more young people employed than middle-aged people to more middle-aged
people employed than young people, and the newly employed population
could not offset those exiting the workforce. Rural areas transitioned to urban

dominance, accompanied by a noticeable decrease in the number of people
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