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Employment situation and its changes among the Chinese
population in the early 21st century

Jiawei HOU Xinyue CHEN

ABSTRACT

Employment is the most fundamental aspect of people’ s livelihood. Data
from the national population censuses in 2000, 2010, and 2020 show that
the scale of the employed population was enormous, with an initial increase
followed by a decrease, dropping from a peak of 760 million people in
2014 to 750 million people in 2020. The overall employment rate declined
continuously from 75.3% in 2000 to 58.2% in 2020, mainly due to a
significant decrease in the rural employment rate, especially among rural
youth. The employment rate decreased in all 31 regions, with Heilongjiang,
Tianjin, and Xizang dropping to below 50%. The average years of education
for the employed population increased from 9.0 years in 2010 to 10.4 years
in 2020, with the proportion of individuals with a junior college degree or
above rising to 22.8%, leading to an increase in the employment rate among
this group. The most significant changes in employment occurred from
2010 to 2020: the number of males exceeds that of females, shifting from
more young people employed than middle-aged people to more middle-aged
people employed than young people, and the newly employed population
could not offset those exiting the workforce. Rural areas transitioned to urban

dominance, accompanied by a noticeable decrease in the number of people
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employed in agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, and fishing industries.
Industries and occupations diversified during this period. The profound
changes in employment will have far-reaching and significant impacts on

society, the economy, and culture.
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16-64 % 655 727  89.1 644 708 84.0 64.1 0645 69.6
16-39 % 69.5 757 90.1 682 69.8 80.8 67.6 634 67.1
40-64 & 588 673 875 592 720 87.0 603 655 713
654+ 68 142 329 3.8 152 303 50 154 279

(h) X

Hol N AR ALK . 2010 45, i A DB 5% LL B 6
A, HEENRIKOOE A (8.0%) « J74 (7.7%)  TFg (7.0%) -
PUJIT (6.6%) ~ YL.75 (6.3%) FITIL (5.6%) » 2020 4F, widlk A 1 ELFILE 5%
AL (R D88 b0 T WL, ARERR S — A7, s BMRI TR AR (9.5%)
7R (7.3%) « PU)I (6.9%) « {1 (6.4%) « YLH (6.2%) « WL (5.5%)
AL (5.1%) 4 7 AMHBIX, Al 46.9%, EZ, TRl A b
AT HLX . 15 2010 A EE, 2020 4545 15 AN HB ol A 11 EEA3 3,
R 2 B DAROGES A WL ELR, AR Wb DU, YEp, dent,
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LI B Wi mE. MR TEARES L, A7 16 AN HLX kA
FIEL9s, Dol 2D B 2 AR DO PSR T YE5. BEOM. R St
vy BRPE. TR AR RS b T VRS SRRV AR A M

M 2010 4F 3] 2020 4F, 31 AN AR MK EE 1 1 2> i ER 8 iR,
2010 - md P )L IR WL DY) I BrEE. TR R
B R AR 11 NI AR LE 4 70% LA B, A5 18 ANHLIX AT 60-69%,
AT B BRI 2 MR ATV LI 7 50-59%. 10 )5, F 2020 4FIHf,
T X ANl B 70%, 7E 60% LL ERHLR AT . AaE. 2.
JUARS AEPEL DYNITRGHIAEAE 7 AN MBI, 20 AN DA LE B E 50-59%.,
BIEIL, KRV AL L) Lk 2 50% BAF, st dl, 73 4
X 16 % K UL E AN HATEN AN A2 T A, RN DR iR
T AHEE T 2010 4F, 2020 4EAE H A BRI 5 /N 1T 5 AN AR UCR AR 22
R BT WHLA AR, BRIRBCR I PE. EE TR R RNL AR

3 8 2010 50 2020 FE£57E A A ORb X 4 #rF07EM B 51

LT %
HbIX 3 A 7Nk EE A5

2010 2020 2020-2010 2010 2020 2020-2010
fizEes 2.73 3.13 0.4 67.7 65.2 2.5
ki 1.75 1.93 0.2 61.3 58.2 3.1
dbnt 1.37 1.55 0.2 58.4 55.1 3.4
WL 4.58 5.55 1.0 71.1 65.3 -5.9
JUAR 7.72 9.45 1.7 70.4 63.9 6.5
R 0.77 0.77 -0.0 55.5 48.0 1.5
il 3.15 3.44 0.3 69.4 61.0 -8.4
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Hiaaee] 0.60 0.64 0.0 66.6 58.1 8.6
ik 4.24 4.64 0.4 69.1 60.3 -8.8
i 6.55 6.94 0.4 71.0 61.8 9.2
R 1.92 2.33 0.4 65.2 55.6 9.7
5 6.27 6.19 -0.1 69.2 58.9 -10.3
g 2.42 221 0.2 61.5 51.0 -10.6
2R 4.05 422 0.2 68.8 57.6 -11.2
i 1.58 1.70 0.1 70.5 59.1% -11.3
EERS 2.00 1.54 0.5 64.7 527 -12.0
Payi] 3.73 3.84 0.1 77.6 64.6% -13.0
] 7.00 6.44 0.6 70.3 572 -13.0
Wl 1.80 1.60 0.2 66.0 52.9 -13.1
HpIT 2.61 1.96 0.7 62.3 492 -13.1
Bk 2.79 2.45 -0.3 66.3 53.1 132
b 5.60 5.08 0.5 69.5 56.4% -13.2
LT 3.28 2.74 0.5 63.2 50.0 132
TH 0.46 0.48 0.0 70.0 56.6 -13.4
i) 4.74 4.63 -0.1 68.9 54.6 -143
M 2.34 2.26 -0.1 69.7 54.4 -15.3
% 7.96 7.26 0.7 74.1 58.8 -15.3
] 3.42 3.07 0.4 74.2 58.3 -15.9
N 1.98 1.46 0.5 68.1 50.9 -17.1
il 0.41 0.34 -0.1 70.6 50.6 -19.9
g 0.21 0.18 0.0 75.7 47.1% 28.6

e RAEAY (2020 AT EEEK) KEHE, HEEE 16 5 AU EATH

YR AW Bl BOEARAR AT, Tk, =R . HIEMPUL <2020 A K
EHEEE) MRNTAAT, XANEREW G 2K 158 R0 EADH, &
&AW He Al
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. ZEEIRD

() ZEA R R

2020 4 LE 2010 4F gk N 1 2 B K B4R T R 9 o,
2010 FFRNE N FSP RS2 Z0E E R 9.0 4F, 3 2020 EEETHE] 104 4,
BT 1.4 4. 2020 4EEE 2010 4, LA R R AN R
L8 pd >, Timh . KL RN RFEARIE A R L g . £
kKB LR UL EECE A0 TR 2010 41 10.1% 3 42 2020
FIN 22.8%, BT 2 L%,

[T RSN PN B RN AR R NN o S DS AV o YN R R
b LA 380 R S5 K TR & /2, AL 2010 HE 1) 68.4% Uik 42 2020 4 1)
46.3% W T 22.1%. MRS KB RIITAE, R 64.5% M4 71.1%

WINT 6.5%.

3R 9 2010 F£750 2020 F£Fil A OZFHE REHI R FLE EL 5]

LT %
ZHE TR B 2Nk B A5
2010 2020 2020-2010 2010 2020 2020-2010
A b 3.4 1.4 2.0 36.9 23.0 -13.9
N 23.9 16.3 7.6 68.4 46.3 22.1
B 48.8 42.6 -6.2 79.4 65.4 -14.0
e 13.9 16.9 3.0 9.3 545 4.8
KEELF 6.0 11.6 5.7 64.8 65.9 1.1
KFAR} 3.7 10.0 6.3 59.4 66.6 7.3
WA 0.4 12 0.9 64.5 71.1 6.5
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i Lok 1.1 71.6
USRS 0.1 66.9

PYIRZHE R 9.0 10.4 1.4

() ¥

Toie B, wholk N P2 ORI WA T, bk
THIEEE R T 530, Aot R 5 MRl N D V35 52 208 42 IR 2 0.6 4E48
ANEIAHZE 0.2 4F. W3 10 Fizs, A 2010 4FF] 2020 4, F54E R0 Lot il
NI B AR Eeg 38, b R VAL n. tedn, S
EEBIN 51.2% P78 45.1%, BEHHGIE G, HOALE . ftba, %«
PERZEAEIELHIIN 3.6% HIH 11.4%, BT 322,

SRR PEAE Y B8 gy S AN AN 2010 4R 3] 2020 4, 53k
e B AR AN e, R LR R B AR B e e U
RELR L NN B, R SARE B A AL L 3 .

3 10 2010 50 2020 4R H A A AZ 25 12 EH A FZEL L5

T %
AT RN P AR
2010 2020 2010 2020
Kbl 19 52 07 23 44.4 342 303 207
N 209 276 146 18.8 740 63.8 562 38.6
I 512 458 45.1 39.1 86.0 71.7 758 53.1
i 156 11.7 18.4 14.7 66.5 502 635 433
KEELF 6.1 5.8 112 123 682 60.8 715 59.7
REEAF 38 36 9.0 114 61.8 56.4 702 62.9
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A 04 03 1.1 14 69.0 58.7 73.7 683
LR A 1.0 13 744 68.8
LR A 0.1 0.1 694 632

R HE IR 93 87 10.5 103

(=) i

2020 fEZL P HELIL A AR 2B E T RE S TS, KOO 6.4
9.5 AERN L9 4. JIME AR R AR P82 BB B A 34 9.7
SERNT.0 4, ET A EANIG 9.1 4E AT 5.5 4. i B AR A T
V2B E A RNIE T 2, #5000 117 4FR 122 45, R 11 BoR, 74
FIThAE 2 BB R o FRERAEI D - vk, AR A D) rh S B Bl
Tl A0, FaEh &L B B m T AR
B ROy FLERAE /N - 0rh, AR N N R B ) KRR T
AN, AR R AR RO v T A

R 11 2020 ESFERHFI AN OZHEREEMR

T %
16-39 % 40-64 ¥ 65 % +

IR UE= 0.2 1.5 9.9
N 43 22.7 60.8
Bl 38.4 48.4 24.6
e 21.0 14.4 3.9
KEELFE 18.2 6.7 0.5
KEEAF 16.0 5.5 0.2
A AR 1.8 0.6 0.0
JURR IS S 0.2 0.1 0.0
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SR, BURSR T AL N D38 52 808 R B I |, 2020 R85 LG
2010 444 BT In, 2020 MK 0 8.7 4 10.4 4EFT 12.1 4£, 2020 44
PRI L S5 B0 A B s T S T A, il 12.2 4
119 4, BB & Ml N P B2 8 E R e Tk, Bk
734 10,5 AEM 8.9 4R, Al 103 FEA 8.3 4F. K12 o, M
2010 3 2020 4, Ik K= LR B LLIE n, U 2 A mh &
LA L@ in. g 2 gl R A oy, (U2 LU KR R R

3 12 2010 50 2020 ENH L B N OZFHEZEHAE

PLfr: %
2010 2020
i) B 25 Wl il EZ0
PRV 0.6 2.1 52 0.4 1.0 2.7
N 8.2 18.6 332 6.8 14.1 27.7
I 39.6 50.8 52,6 31.8 45.7 52.4
et 253 16.8 7.3 21.6 18.2 11.0
KEELF 14.3 7.9 1.3 18.4 11.9 42
REEAFL 10.7 3.7 0.3 18.2 8.6 1.9
e 1.3 0.1 0.0 2.7 0.5 0.1
TR 5T A= 2.4 0.5 0.1
[ ER7IFMED 0.3 0.0 0.0
TRZHETEMR 112 9.5 7.9 12.1 10.4 8.7
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() Tk

ME 1 250, 2 21 AT TR Al N AT b A 1 ) dz T2
Ak, BEERIE AT, R 13 PR, B, 64% Bk A D 1
AT, Ay 4 AT AR . 2000 4 64.4% FIFY A B HFE “ 4
My B, Ik, T 2020 SEALEET 4 ALRATIAR OO AR . ARG B Dk
(20.6%) « il (18.1%) « HLEMZEEN (14.1%) FIFEHE (11.3%) ,
B 64.1%. 52, 2/3 B DEERE | AT E AR TR AL 4
AT

W, T N 2, A7l B E, L 2010 4 LK 2000
SERTIG 3 AT BATTR “AF ML AT RS BRIk L “oK
Rl FRBEFI ALV EN” . “CEPRAZY” o RE HANX S KA
MV LG ARG, HOR L RN

TR, BRT AR AR B VAR ML R 2L R RS,
oAt 18 AMATME AL T BB 2 S KA. 31X 18 AT A A E 3t
FEAI AN 2000 4511 34.5% S5 I0%] 2010 411 50.5%, F1] 2020 4F1E—2 1
3 78.6%, BT 252 % Horh, B AR IOAT M “ RLGTRI RS 25 IR 45k
MOl A LG A 2000 4117 0.15% 38 In$1) 2020 4F (14 2.74%,  Ja 37 /& /i &
M8 fz 2. “Hiy™” o “REFHIFURIHEARIRS L A« @il
ML FT LR8I 5 2020 £ P FTEEBIK O 2000 4519 8 £
6 firfil 4 fi5,
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Hfi: %
2000 2010 2020

B9 X IS S B % X
AR RS H ik 644 60.7 68.8 483 444 532 206 18.6 234
= il 124 124 125 168 17.1 16.6 181 183 17.7
I\ R R 54 51 58 93 79 11.0 141 119 174
Tin @HL 27 43 07 55 85 1.8 113 16.1 43
NN s, AR 2.6 3.8 1.0 36 54 13 50 7.1 20
ol
Jus AETERE YO 1.6 13 19 27 23 33 49 41 6.1
AN 451 23 21 26 23 19 29 41 25 6.6
FIu. AJCEH, fhoff
i 24 31 14 26 3.1 19 40 44 35
T TR BRI
A S 1.5 1.7 14 1.9 19 20 35 28 45
P SRR S 0.2 02 0.1 0.7 08 0.6 27 28 26
b DA TAE 1.1 09 13 12 08 1.6 20 12 33
b L 02 03 02 07 08 05 19 20 18
B AR R
B LA / / / 0.6 07 05 1.7 19 15
b Gl 0.6 06 0.6 0.8 0.7 09 1.5 12 19
F= BEART UM R
2 02 03 02 03 03 02 1.3 14 1.1
?i,il%ﬁ{ﬁitﬁ Wk 0.6 08 04 07 09 04 09 1.1 05
LR 1.2 1.7 05 12 17 05 09 12 03
0L KR FREERIASL
B / / / 04 04 03 08 08 0.7
;;;;/?iw e 04 04 04 04 04 05 07 06 08
Sy BRI / / / 0.0009 0.0008 0.0011  0.0009 0.0007 0.0011
by HARAT 02 03 02 / / / / / /
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H B8 22 0 PR e ol N A G B AR Ak R AT 783 A IR o
2000 7F, T Bk, Lo, RBRBCHNE Y = ML ) B AT
M, i AR L PRS2l 68.8% A1 60.7%. 2010 4, FitE
DU BB RN &N 2, W3 n TR k. 2020 4, 53
PESCEIN TS HERFIEENE, 574 AT B AN 64.9%, &
PERT 3 AOATME LB A T 58.4%,  obEAE HABAT L L i s R, Ltk
MFATN L ST ) £ 6.

SBYERI LR AAT I AT 213 BoR, 2020 4F 53 P L it 4ok 2
£5 B UL E ATV R s BIMEAR DO KA, gt A s i, O fifi A
Bl W ROK AR TS5 4 AT T Lot B2 55 1k
2 f5 B LA AT A AR LS TR, BOE S5 2 M7k, oM T v
PATNVIEA i R RS BRI AR R S5, &xfiblh, EFRdIZ, (i 1E Fi4s
Yol UM BN AT FEEA S22, Za A E A7
S8 LRSS A AL, T3 P AT 28 10467, Lok L S5 P T Tl g M B E AT

(=) 4

oo A DA A S, H AT R
B AT, AT AR N FAEGAT L, B A AT AR AR AR
A, WK 14 Jr7s. HAEHNLAE T, 2010 4R A4 ML LA T EEH
JEEAL, Y 37.4%, 2020 SEATRE] 9.1%, IEJEEE 4 07, JEE AL HTE
1/4. 2010 4075 25 gy LB 22.2% 42 21.0% 380 T 1.2%,
ANV FE BR A ZIMNE N BL He AT rimisl o T HAl 16 AT HL ] AN
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IR I, B 5 2 IR BRI E AR RS (5.6 £, HUGZ
FGTRIET 25 Mol (4.0 £5) , HIGKUORME BE . BAHRME BB R
Folly et Rl EE AT,

FrAERNE A B, AR BRI EE BN 2010 AF ) 57.0% R 2020 A
(¥125.7%, Wb T—FiE%, PR TATZ & R s b2 b,
oAl 18 AT LB A 0. 2010 4R JE5E . . PUMIHIE . it
RANFEN . EFOV B2 AN 12.1%. 7.3% F1 5.7% HEINZE 16.6%-
12.4% F113.3%, A WI Sk () =< Hof B A e A AT R A 55 B BA. 2020
ML T R EE 2010 SERIFT IR 2 B BT AR 55 I o5l (4.3 1)
HUCRREARI R AR MRS (3.6 £5) , HJSKUCRAS Bk, HEm
BRSNS, AR RO, S, KR BRI
LV B, R SS B BRI A IR 25k AT

EAEM T, N AR ARG 45k 2 K, LR 2010 4F ()
90.0% I3 2020 4F 1) 72.7%, ISR 4R 24 RS HABATML EL BT T8 o,
1HZ 2020 4F HAAT LU 6% M1k, 2020 AELE 2010 4 LU BRI AT 2 1)
ANV BRI FLEER Y, (7.0 £5) 5 JLUCER ST 25 45 (6.6
i), HIGHKUOERERAE AN (64 15 , Bk (63 £5) ,
AHD (4565, mRIRSS . BIEAHARRSY (3.1 £ STk,

R 14 2010 £750 2020 £ FEwHL A ORIl A%

L %
2010 2020
16-39  40-64 65+ 16-39  40-64 65+
ARG R il 374 57.0  90.0 9.1 25.7 72.7
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=Ll 22 121 28 200 166 53
A R e 73 22 169 124 56
Tio R 56 57 L1 97 133 48
e ACIEH. SHRIEDL 40 33 04 54 50 08
T AR RO 36 20 04 58 44 12
5. HH 26 21 03 5335 06
AT | A (RS AT
EQQA%E@\ﬁA%Mﬂﬁ 24 29 06 41 42 14
Pl BRS. BRAMAE 53 ¢ s 39 32 26
Z5ll
b ISR %R 09 05 01 36 22 09
b RS THE 14 10 04 27 16 08
Tt B 07 06 02 22 1710
RPN YN TN S PSR SN
£%£ fieli, BIARREEAR 0 02 00 3007 00
o gl 10 07 00 21 10 0l
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WL B BEOKE o0 07 o 09 10 02
R
SR 12 12 ol 08 10 01
LR RERAKEIE 03 o5 o2 05 10 16
Al
T St ERIR L 06 03 01 10 05 02
o LA 00 00 00 00 00 00

TE: 2000 4F KA AT E R B AT b AT AR

(M) k%

2000 4 ZASATMATRS B kg B, ST AU R 2200 BEAE ik A
MG R ST RS, ARARE L AL T B A3 T . UM & A 8
K FRe, #amzoot, R 2R . £ 15 B8, S5 2000 4R
Tl Mol A A R K 85.2%, 2020 4[4 % 43.7%, JLT4i0 T —F.
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EZ A, N @I AR MO EECBRIE R I, 3X 3
AT T EE A 2000 4115 9.2% 1A 2020 41K 36.9%, J\kE Z AT
FONFEATI 1A 4 A a3 RET, AL A I B 33 )
AR VGE R SRR 55 IR 5k, D =oll, BHEFR A AR MRS, {5
SRS RAERME B AR MRS AT, R (AT AR,
KAk, L SO RRBOKAEFERME RO, LA T
B (A AT B AR 25 TAE, B i3 i A T A e RS &
EFIHABMSS Yo IR AR A 32 R A AE A 2010 4EF] 2020 4E1F] 10 4 [H].

3 15 2000-2020 £ S il A OB

Hf7: %

2000 2010 2020

Wi o 2K Wil B R Wil M 2
= R BRL H dlk 143 319 852 49 324 748 23 144 437
= ik 290 21.6 59 279 203 103 196 19.8 154
VAN (i 2 1= 4 139 117 17 193 129 33 185 157 85
RSN 4 56 34 1.7 6.6 65 46 94 11.8 129
IN IIZ . At

0 4 1.1 5 4 1. . 4 3.
R 6.0 9 6.5 8 7 60 5 3.6
Juv AT RO 43 32 05 510 36 13 59 55 34
TN BE 43 50 12 44 41 07 57 53 1.8
T A, A
: . . . 4 4 . 4 5 1.

(BRI A2 55 63 07 5 7 05 5 5.5 8
TH ERIRS . B3
A AL 4 44 27 05 34 27 09 41 39 25
L BSTRR 55 RSk 06 0.1 00 1.9 06 02 43 23 13
+-tb. DAEMASTAE 26 25 03 25 18 03 30 23 08
R /25 T2 1.0 02 00 20 04 0.1 33 15 07
L. 5B AR
- - / / / 1.7 06 0.1 32 11 05
i BEA S5

56



N s — —H
ARR PR # A/

Social Sciences Perspectives

+. Al 19 13 o1 23 09 0.1 27 12 03
= P g N
T FREDITUAIA 1.0 02 00 09 01 00 23 08 05
[ &4
PO gL Ty, R
2 1.7 13 02 1.5 1.0 02 12 10 04
SR A= R R
4 20 25 07 1.6 18 08 08 1.0 1.0
FPYL KR BREERA
e 4 0.1
SV Y / / / 09 o0 0 09 08 07
e 25 =]
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() Il
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fi7, #2020 F9K 4 20.5%, BEEH A7, L2000 GF1 1/3 38 L
SR RS FI ARG IR G5 N UL LA IS 0, AN 2000 A1 9.2% 344 2010
AR 16.2% FFHE 48 2020 41 34.0%, BRJE S — 7. Ar= il A 0N
R BEALES, LeBIAKTHETE, A 2000 45 (¥ 15.8% 384031 2020 411
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AT %
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5! B & 5! B« 5! % L8

W AR IRERET 95 g4 101 162 141 188 340 324 361
%N
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Sl
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SN

L R ER A 57 50 65 68 61 78 104 79 141
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—. SERPLE. ERNLIC,

PO AT 2414, 17 25 06 18 24 10 22 27 14
E 2K AN

L AE SR SR A A 0.1 01 00 0.1 01 0.1 02 02 02
N

() B

SR L P (R RN A AR By Ty 1) 3, BT TR ARG AR
77 B BN G ECA3 ME  Be, 531 AL 2000 £E (¥ 60.7% T4 2020 41
18.6% Y/ T 42.1%, [ PE N 69.0% I 42 23.4% /b T 45.6%. HiAlh
6 NNV, BTG, SR = A AR R AL A IR
GRETERSS NI (32.4%) + ARl AT GG (31.0%) AR ARAACT
AR BB B (18.6%) » &rit il 82.0%. Mk EE—frfF ik,
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LR AR BRI e N B I L B 32T, 2000 4 53 PE LB (4.0%)
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X fw, BRI 93.1% A 73.5% b T 19.5%, Vi E .
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