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An Alternate Interpretation of the Bronze Inscriptions
on the Yi Zun and You

LI Xueqin

Research and Conservation Center for Excavated Texts, Tsinghua University

The Yi zun and and Yi you are two exceptionally important bronze vessels
from the early Western Zhou. They were exhibited in 2011 at the Musée du
Président Jacques Chirac in France. The inscriptions on the two vessels are
the same, both consisting of forty-five characters arranged in five lines. The
content tells of how a man named Zhong Yi Fu {fZ£4{ received the command
of the King of Zhou. He made a divination in regard to the Marquis of E’s
founding a new city at Zhou ¥, and then continued to bring gifts (jade ear
rings) of the King to the Duke of Song. The owner of the you and zun vessels,
Yi, was sent by Gong Si, the duchess of Song, and journeyed to the area of
Kan to meet the emissary. After his mission, Yi was honored by the duchess
of Song, and had these bronzes cast for offerings to his own father. According
to the genealogy given in the Shi ji chapter on “The Hereditary Household of
Song” and other texts, the lord of Song mentioned in the inscription is Ji, the
duke of Song, and the lady is his mother, the wife of Wei Zhongyan. Zhong
Yi Fu himself could have been a brother of the Duke of Song who served the
King of Zhou. The new city founded by the Marquis of E was probably located
in the area of modern Suizhou, Hubei, while the location of Kan, a variant of
Yan in transmitted documents, may have been just north of Zhengzhou, Henan.

This would place it precisely on the route towards the state of Song.
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