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On the Use of the Zhi Goblet in Drinking Rites of
the Yi li

CHEUNG Kwong Yue, Alex

Department of Chinese, Hang Seng Management College

The drinking vessels used in drinking ceremonies, as described in the Yi
li (Ceremonies and Rituals), are divided into five categories. The first four
of these categories, as applied to extant bronze vessels, were all determined
by Song scholars. Based on comparison of these vessels, we know that the
Jjue, zhi, and gu vessels were all popular from the late Shang through the early
Western Zhou, but after this are unknown. Were the three types of vessels
described in the ritual books as jue, zhi, and gu identical with those used in the
Shang and Zhou? Or did they evolve through the ages?

Moreover, comparing the received text of the Yi /i with the bamboo
strip version from Wuwei, the use of the terms jue, zhi, and gu shows some
variation. The jue and gu are sometimes used in free variation in the ritual
books, so the problem of classification is even more complicated than it
appeared at first. This article attempts to discuss these vessels by comparing
the textual accounts with actual objects extant today, to attain a better

understanding of the use of the zAi vessel in drinking rites.
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