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The Character Ce in Clan Emblems of Shang and
Zhou, Revisited

Olivier VENTURE

Ecole pratique des hautes études

Clan emblems are often seen in the bronze inscriptions of the Shang and
early Western Zhou. The character ce is one of these. It is generally agreed that
this ce emblem belongs to a family with a hereditary post of Zuoce, literally
those who make edicts. However, the author of this paper believes that the
extant excavated source materials are insufficient to support this hypothesis.
On the other hand, as early as the Song dynasty, scholars renderred a possible
relation of this ce to ceming, literally conferring a title, or ciming, literally
giving an order. This alternative explanation may be more suitable to the social

background of that time as attested from oracle bone and bronze inscriptions.

Keywords: Bronze inscriptions, clan emblem, conferment
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