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A Reconsideration of the Form, Pronunciation, and
Meaning of the Character chi ¢

MENG Pengsheng

Institute of Linguistics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

In Chinese bronze inscriptions there is a character with the meaning
of “slack,” and the development of its graphic form can be divided into a
complexified chain and a simplified chain. Hitherto, paleographers have read
this character variously as sui 2< , tuan O , or chi 2%, and the author agrees
in this paper to read it as the latter, mainly because in Old Chinese (OC) most
characters with the meaning of “slack” such as xie (O ), si 0 , yi O , chi
O (0),yid, ne%t, and ni O belong to the thyme group zhi [ (*-e) or xi
O (*-ek), and so does chiZg. In the late OC period the pronunciation of some
characters in the zhi 0 rhyme group merged with characters in the ge U
rhyme group (*-aj). For this reason, the character duo J ([ ) is a cognate
that belongs to this word family. Furthermore, in late OC pronunciation, some
characters in the duo [0 rhyme group (*-ak) merged with characters in the
xi 0 rhyme group, so the character yi {Ji in classical texts which also means
“slack™ is yet another cognate word belonging to this word family.

Keywords: Paleography, Old Chinese, phonology, cognates, tuan U , chi Z¢
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