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From Class Classification to Class Quantification:
An exploration of a new paradigm of social class research technique

Jinghan SUN, Sheng LI

ABSTRACT

In the previous studies about social stratification and social mobility, researchers
always take the principal methods, such as the ISEI (International Socio-
economic Index) or the EGP classification framework, to measure social class.
However, the ISEI index mainly focuses on economic and educational factors,
and the EGP classification framework primarily classifies according to the
occupation--both are limited by the lack of consideration of other factors. Based
on the EGP classification framework, a new calculation method is proposed by
incorporating income and education factors into EGP classification framework.
To realize the transformation from class classification to class quantification
in the study of social class, the "class status score" is calculated. Illustrated by
the CGSS data, the proposed iterative method can calculate the proportion of
income and education in class classification, and the "class status score" is also
easier to reflect the social reality, compared to the traditional methods. The
method provides a solution for the long-standing problem of class quantification
and offers a new possibility for the future study of social class.
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Social class research; EGP classification framework; Class quantification;

Class status score
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16
s T i | s AN I B s AR e GEiE2ki ARG L

B 1 Hr& st o 69 el g S 018 | =

146




HRNPARE Bk
Social Sciences Perspectives

e 57 | . A I e o AR A EARJE L

B 2 Bt 09 Ralie £ T a

MR SR R AT LU B, Wiz (O5ik 2) MARARKZ (T5
23) JFURTEEEIN, #a W2 FEUR YIS LAY 2 BRI 2245/
1 5 Ja TSR LAY 2 IR E 22 K. AT 1, BRI = A
HZEI LAY S i 22, (EUR ol T AT AT BRI SR v e, DR 3
FULT- A SR 2 AN T B AR AT 45 RTCTE 5 #1025 0L
H WAIMEYE (O7ik 4) AT DUy 3 e ik Js B e i S B i oL, HL
SCIERRH th Ze 57705 1 BONARL 38 ERNIXONAE T i i o
Briz ()2 or2K 1-3. 6-9) MZEEWI R KT IEH, mHmz Bz
IrRI 5-6) HOZEENWI RN TR . Rl s ER SR B B
N 0.44175 J5i, B 5-6 B2 (2B AN, TR I S ) ZE (B A B T ok S
AT R R, HUR BRI 10 5-6 B2 A Z2 (IR T/
W (88 T XA WA EE T2 6 B 2 (KRR 5 / A3 e o A I
55 B E I AR NN BB AR R BN T AR BRI R

147



BR/EE HERFERE

Social Sciences Perspectives

ERfEE, XS ei Ry, Pt R WA AU BRI 4 R T
SRR R HA VR .

— —
&

— Tk ] e S HRJE A

——
NoN i S RIS)

O —= WA WUV

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

B3 BrEdAL 8T o s R

0.4418 7

0.44178

0.44176

0.44174

0.44172 == BRI
—— BRAH
0.4417 3
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 04 05 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

R RATHEAE
B4 W Rt Feg bk &4

148



AP Bk

Social Sciences Perspectives

ARE B PINOEAREI A R, I L VA A R R B
PRV T B o AT s R, B 3 FoR. IR 3 IR T S Ak
RATLAEH, SEAURHIME Ok s) MHIHEIE Ok 4 Rk 1, 1609
SR L AN B, X SR R E R R AR
RIOZERH, XA 5200 F AT, KWk AT I E RERE T 1 b S s i«

TS AL S EE R B (HIRAN IR S #E IR
F) BTN, B4 SR TR RIBUE ARG, SEAUEE S0
FAB WA, LA, NHRE B BN 0441731, iX{EHAZLL
0.25 MHIUEEBEAT 5 VOEAURMEAL, B fEh 0441762, %{H &1L 0.8
HRIARAEREAT 5 VOEAG G R, TEHET 4-6 YOEUG, B4 B (H#HL
044175 ML, el 7EXTBY R KRBT AN, EEE 321
N2 5 B0 R 3R 0 5 L KBS AR RAEIX AN K, X ol Bk B fE
K 0.44175 ) 2R . ALH] 0.44175 1E 4 o L R BB RS e ) )2 40 SHHE
(R4 VLRI A (B 5, AISEIL T B2 w4k,

K4 EMEEFRRE

B2 435 P ARG Y ME
AR 0.0000 0.0000
1~2 2.9593 2.7967
2-3 49715 4.6727
3~4 6.5308 6.1258
4~5 7.4663 6.9944
5-6 8.3375 7.8087
6~7 9.7567 9.1059
7~8 11.5598 10.7293
8~9 13.1182 12.1699
Il 14.5104 13.4811

149



BB/RH HERERE
Social Sciences Perspectives

B
peild

14.0000
89 _
12.0000

10.0000
6-7

5-6
8.0000 e

D)

1-2

AS HEsE SR &Ly ZIAE

1. &g Sitie

FEAL SRS RBIIHIH, KTARBE R R B R &L
ANIERTTSE . AT PRl LU AR S 2 T BT, R
BB R B R A A B ARy, A AR 2 2 R B 2
ALK T AR A o %7 IR AME AT REAR BT 2 A B (K AL ),
Bl 5 SEWF UL . S TH 5 R T Bk I T TR S 2 A5 R Y
g5, I Hasa i b R B e AR, R T A e AN
T2 RE WO\ DR R BCTT DAL 3R o B e Ry B AR B s AT 0] T
JREEWFFRAFERIE REIBOR, 2 T7E T ELE B TIN5 4 k2
T, HERAEAERERA I . AT T E 285 4 25 7 cgss2011 3]

150



AP Bk

Social Sciences Perspectives

cgss2017 JL 5 IR A G v e, dinr T — A HA BORAE A ) B g 1k
AT “H AT 5y 7 Ak 5 I BAE KR 45 R RENS SRR B 2
wA T, N EEM R T2 T, RS LU RAT .

B TRV SN R R S H0F TR 3R 10 L R 4 0.44175 Al A
PG AR LA G B A P 4R B0 5 OF ST Pt A R Bt S Th i
ANZE BATAR IR BE A /3 BOR EGP 23 BUM A%, JFI T AN S BRI “ B
JEMAL Y7 EITVEAR TR — R A SR IGE, AT A () B
BRI, T JIT AR B 4 SR O 2 i J N R, AELE R e R ek
PR A 5, AL 0.44175 78 0 5 B RBUE RIEA S B, R
Jei R AT FE P T B4 (0 35 B J2 SRR R 23 AR, b S 4 b AN
FRRERTR T AT . 5B, AT LRI A S BT R R A
THEXS B VATV, JREAHEH TR TR A, F
TR, G RS0 BT A 0 (0 A A I 2 8 2 0 At D 0] 4
SEMATEROI L. B0, AT BUKEARATT ST (K 500 45 LL EGP 4 S0 5L A 43 44
VER AR, B2 AT 3 Dy R A B AT Ml e /s — Sfeddi el I, s e
FOE R F R R 3= 4550 AN A A B AR AT IR, IR B
OIS EVe IR el P e X AWNEITE g e I RS u 1 =32 VA7 I S U RE32E AR ]
AFEEEIALE T, TR R E I R A v RE sy s AL T
BB RANE, WS BEE A SRR 5T AT LA B AT
PR IR 45 B S22 R BB A A S I SR A 4y, R R R T e
AR BCZ BE K2, BIIneE cgss HR PR, B3
WNAS R, DRUAERRT Y A EE B I, FURE A FH LT AR B 2 (il
Bt TR B R 5y, R B AR RS2 PR A A >

151



BB/RH HERFERE

Social Sciences Perspectives

AHFCITIEBEIITT %, L Pr o AT e AR Rl by i e A
AT, HIRE AN e BRI SR AR B B T 0k, LA
AR P A AT AR A 2R i, ABFSUEH T 9
KM EGP B2 3 RAESE, SR AN A AT sl i 48 1) i el T 36
AL, SR AR BEATE T 1 i 205 A 7 SHE S 5 B S 2R (X TR0
B )20 2807 0. PRI, ACKIE A ()3 8 A A i A 5 2R DR R AL
DIZR, BIEFUE AT DUGH BT A8 1) 23 SRHE R B AT I P LAt AR B AR D 10
AR, (HRAUERIZ, Prdf A s s SR A & IE DA
AR, O HOARBECR NN N-1 (N YR RED .

e, AWTCBRIEM T AP ZEARE T S, ER AR
Py BAT s SO W) o K EH BN S5 W], SR B A A 114 70 SR HESE AN
BRI 2 (A L T O DL, 1 2 AAR S R AR R B2 1Y
MR T B E R0, AT e BUE I S A5 R O D34t
AT o B AR B2, 2 TR T B2 S 0 A 1)y b AR S i
T BRI AR GRS, WIZE AT A R,
HATE IR 2 Hod 2 o @ BSR4 g ik k. BAR Ll HEIFA
WL, AR AR FF BB IEA SO R A, DLk 2D et
2B AT AN BT R

152



AP Bk

Social Sciences Perspectives

2% ik

Frzfa. Jumet (20160 . B2 BBOEAL WA TS5 F0 30 41 3l %
(2003-2013) . ¥ BAAH%, (12), 109-126.

Mromhns Biese. fJERR (2019) . JERMIaES: FEES “BhYZE[H
b7 T? AR, (6), 49-67.

SR BRa ks (2015) . F EI & J& [ 2 A A R 22 . AR 25 AR,
(4), 143-168.

BEFIIH . Z& 5% (2019) . H[E EGP )2 93 A E A il B —— DL A [
Zrtr b s (CGSS) HdE Al . 2%, (2), 16-26.

BEEFS (2001) . RIS Z S BAE R M . B AR KXE SR,
(), 26-29.

L (2005) . MU EAA I A )E
B & AASFHR, (2), 74-102.

FHEE (2019) . FEMEMN)ZHI 70 F: B RELSA0E . T A
2H5E, (6), 22-30.

AR fidE A (2018) | [EALISSERBh?
VY4 ARRF AR, (6), 1-34.
APk R BREEE (2012) . AU AR R F R T AR

WA BBUB I BT . AR FHER, (6), 46-76.
A At (2015) . A8 E I ACBR R sh il R ILARIT .+ B A&,

BB 75 2 5 A 2

AR Y2 iR A

(5), 40-58.
AEREMR FR L (2008) . E TP PR GRS L AR A S AR, (),
1-19.

255 (2006) . RHTHES A E T FARAE L F i, (4), 40-46.

153



— /) N NS
BB/RH HERERE
Social Sciences Perspectives

ZEng (2021) .21 ALK E AL 203 )2 45 M AR (A S5 e . 7T b5
Fl, (5), 190-199.

I (2017) . LRI EE S BUA S —3 8 P E
2 “RCHs” Uifg . AR REAR, (2), 73-88.
b, UIER (2018) . Hp LR IR v 2 R T —— 2 T AR

Bl WX ZE R 5 S HT . AR SRk, (4), 64-76.

A B (202D . ARSsh GG NEIR—LL “ TR A
27" Rl . AR A FE, (2), 92-114.

Xk (2018) . WRRALEL SCRCES ) SN o B A e R J &5
My AAFHR, (1), 89-115.

Xk HE (2018) . 4L 45 HIEIT 40 45 h EAE S ST A IR R .
I AASHE, (4), 33-46.

[l 20 (2002) . B P ARSI BAF RS . dbat A aRb SOk A

ZET700 (2010 OB AN E U HESS : RIFE A, S ER . Bk
LA, (6), 95-103.

Wbz, FIRIR (2020) . FREETS 5. KEASCSE L NV 2 M7 3145 A 36k
Z Er—HT EGP B 20 KIHiiss . L 24 F iz, (5),
79-85.

A TRIRE (2020) . = ZONLI B 45 SR ) — B0k IR BT L A RS
FEATHE, (6), 112-123.

VPPl (2018) . “VWRATL” FMBYZIAR: T b B R A 2 A [ 8 il
B AR, (6), 102-129.

R, A5 (2021) . ARPRALSIEIES 5L AT
M. AAAFirid, (3), 199-218.

TR (2008) . MATHE PN ERNBOASE . F BASHE, (2), 117-131

ML 5 S 7Y

154



N o o — 3
HEMERE Bk
Social Sciences Perspectives

BT, FEE (2017) . AL T SHASBIASE—ET “HHE
FREBERHA”  (CFPS2012) [SHIEAHT . Ab 253748, (3), 34-50.

Tang, B. W., & Tan, J. J. (2021). Subjective social class and life satisfaction:
Role of class consistency and identity uncertainty. Asian Journal of
Social Psychology, (25), 60-74.

Benjamin S., David B., & Frenk S M. (2013). Class in Name Only: Subjective
Class Identity, Objective Class Position, and Vote Choice in American
Presidential Elections. Social Problems, 60(1), 81-99.

Blau P M., & Duncan O D. (1967). The American Occupational Structure.
New York: Wiley.

Bukodi, E., Dex, S., & Goldthorpe, J. H. (2011). The Conceptualisation and
Measurement of Occupational Hierarchies: A Review, A Proposal and
Some Illustrative Analyses. Quality and Quantity: International Journal
of Methodology, 45(3), 623-639.

Chan T W., & Goldthorpe J H. (2007). Class and Status: The Conceptual
Distinction and Its Empirical Relevance. American Sociological Review,
72(4), 512-532.

Chen, M. (2018). Does Marrying Well Count More Than Career? Personal
Achievement, Marriage, and Happiness of Married Women in Urban
China. Chinese Sociological Review, 50(3), 240-274.

Erikson R., Goldthorpe J H., & Portocarero L. (1982). Social Fluidity in
Industrial Nations: England, France and Sweden. The British Journal of
Sociology, 33(1),1-34.

Erikson R., Goldthorpe J H., & Portocarero L. (1983). Intergenerational class

mobility and the convergence thesis: England, France and Sweden. The

155



BB/RH HERFERE
Social Sciences Perspectives

British Journal of Sociology, 34(3), 303-343.
Ganzeboom H B G., Paul M. De Graaf., & Treiman D. J. (1992). A Standard

International Socio-economic Index of Occupational Status. Social
Science Research, 21(1), 1-56.

Goldthorpe J. H. (1987). Social Mobility and Class Structure in Modern
Britain. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Grusky D B. (2001). Social Stratification: Class, Race, and Gender in
Sociological Perspective. Boulder: Westview Press.

Degraaf, N., Nieuwbeerta, P., & Heath, A. (1995). Class Mobility and Political
Preferences: Individual and Contextual Effects. American Journal of

Sociology, 100(4), 997-1027.
Tahlin M. (2007). Class Clues. European Sociological Review, 23(5), 557-572.

Walpole M. (2003). Socioeconomic Status and College: How SES Affects
College Experiences and Outcomes. Review of Higher Education, 27(1),
45-73.

Wright E. O. (1997). Class Counts: Comparative Studies in Class Analysis.
New York: Cambridge University.

156



