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ABSTRACT

This study reviews the development of China's census since 1953, and argues
that how the previous censuses were carried out and what kind of social and
demographic information was collected closely reflect the changes in China's
social and political environment in the past 70 years. The study delinates
which changes and improvements were made since the third census in 1982,
with special attention paid to the changes made in "The Sixth Census" in
2010 compared to "The Fifth Census" in 2000. Regarding to the problems
and challenges found in the design and implementation of the 2010 census,
and new improvement of the 2020 census, this paper discusses further
improvement in the scope of information and method of census data collection
in future census by reviewing methodological innovations for census

condected in other countries.

KEY WORDS
Population Census; Research Design; Data Collection; Methodological

Innovations

29



